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Perspectives and Potential of Agricultural Cooperation between the EU & UAE in light of COVID-19 

 

Date:             8 December 2020 (09:00 -12:15 CET / 12:00 - 15:15 GST) 

Objective: The UAE have defined food security as one of its top priorities post COVID-19. They 
plan to enhance their capacities in agriculture to create an integrated self-sufficiency 
system. Therefore one of the objectives defined by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, is to build relevant international partnerships to find and implement practical 
solutions to challenges facing the UAE. The EU is already one of the UAE’s most 
important trading partners for agricultural products and several joint agriculture 
lighthouse projects of UAE and EU companies have been implemented in the UAE. 
Against this backdrop an exchange on a political level and between businesses on the 
potential of a closer cooperation between the EU and the UAE in the field of agriculture 
could not only foster established partnerships but also open the gateway to new 
opportunities. 

Audience:  European Agricultural Businesses active or interested in the UAE and government 
representatives from the UAE, the EU and its Member States.  

09:00- 10:00 CET / 12:00 - 13:00 GST                                                                                                          

Welcoming remarks 

 H.E. Ambassador Andrea Matteo Fontana, Delegation of the European Union to the UAE  
 H.E. Ambassador Ernst Peter Fischer, German Embassy Abu Dhabi 

High Level Session followed by Q&A with the following speakers: 

 H.E. Dr Abdullah bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi, UAE Minister of Climate Change and 
Environment  

 H.E. Hans-Joachim Fuchtel, Parliamentary State Secretary, German Federal Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture (video message)  

 H.E Mariam Al Mheiri, UAE Minister of State for Food and Water Security  
 Dr. Dino Francesutti Motis, FAO Representative in the UAE  
 Hubert Bittlmayer, Director General, Bavarian State Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 

Forestry   

Moderator: Oliver Oehms, CEO, German Emirati Joint Council for Industry & Commerce 
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10:00 - 10:45 CET / 13:00 - 13:45 GST                                                                                                                                 

Technical Session I: Enhancing the cooperation between the UAE and the EU in agriculture and 
food security  

 Georg Czerny, Managing Director and General Manager BayWa Global Produce Middle East, 
Al Dahra BayWa Agriculture, Germany  

 Fatema AlMulla, Senior Research Analyst, Food Security Office, UAE 
 Christophe Lalo, Managing Director, Pure Salmon Abu Dhabi, France  
 Julieta Casanova, Commercial Attaché, Embassy of Spain in the UAE and José Luis Cabañero, 

Trade and Economic Office, Eatable Adventures, Spain 

Moderator: Katarzyna Rzeźniczek, First Counsellor, Representative of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Abu Dhabi 

10:45 - 11:30 CET / 13:45-14:30 GST                                                                                                                            

Technical Session II: The role of Biomass for a sustainable agriculture 

 Florian Koepfer, Director Abu Dhabi Office, Fichtner GmbH & Co. KG, Germany  
 Gediminas Venckus, CCO, Enerstena, Lithuania  
 Erik Smidt, Agricultural Counsellor to the GCC Countries, Embassy of the Netherlands  

Moderator: Noel Collins, Agriculture Attaché to the GCC countries, Embassy of Ireland 

11:30- 12:15 CET / 14:30-15:15 GST                                                                                                                            

Technical Session III: R&D and the future of agriculture 

 Professor Benjamin Schusser, Professor for Reproductive Biotechnology, Weihenstephan 
Science Center for Food, Land Use and Environment, Technical University of Munich (TUM), 
Germany  

 Iuri Aganetto, Programme Officer at the Research and Innovation Unit, EU Directorate 
General for Agriculture and Rural Development  

 Martyna Gatkowska, Polish National Centre for Agriculture, Poland  

Moderator: Augustas Alesiunas, CEO, ART21, Lithuania  

 

 


